READ

John 1:35-51

STUDY
The story now becomes even more personal and more relatable to most of
us mere mortals. In the first half of the chapter, we have been introduced to
the Cosmic God, the eternal Word full of Grace and Truth…we have met
John the (slightly odd) baptiser and caught a glimpse of the God-man
walking along the riverbank.
Now, we meet other people. We meet them by name, we discover their
levels of scepticism or optimism, we learn what jobs they had.
Holding both the glory and the mundane in unison is important to John and
the way he wants us to understand Jesus as we read this gospel. He is
simultaneously the majestic ruler of all time and power, and the man from a
small Galilean town who knows how to do woodwork. He (Jesus) will in time
become a friend to millions of followers for thousands of years…but right
now he is meeting a bloke called Simon for the first time.
Managing this dual nature of Jesus is a challenge for us disciples to this day.
Some (you may have met people like this) are caught up with the spiritual
side of Christ…worshipping a regal yet intangible deity.
Others (you may have met people like this) talk about Joseph’s son as if he
was just another of their drinking mates who occasionally plays on the 5-aside team.
Jesus is fully God, and fully human. It’s important. Wrestling with it matters.
As he continues to write, John names people and takes pains to place
events in specific locations and remember exact quotes. Maybe he knows
that the message he is communicating is a difficult one for us to wrap our
heads round? Whatever his reasons, he presents us now with Jesus meeting
some men who will become his disciples.
They are named. The details matter. They give credibility to what John
writes. Don’t believe what John is writing?…not a problem, ask Simon the
fisherman, or Andrew…or even better, ask Nathanael!

Nathanael gives an almost comic interjection into the story in a way which
anyone from your phonebook might. We learn later on int he gospel (21:2)
that he is from Cana (a town just about to feature in a wedding) and a town
just up the road from Jesus’ hometown. His teasing, dismissive, semisnobbish rejection that anything good could come from Nazareth belongs in
our banter still today. Ever met someone who went to a rival secondary
school to yours?!
Jesus throws a spanner in the works by bantering back with some profound
insight into Nathanael’s life (if you’re God you can play these kind of tricks) but then takes it up a notch with a tricky line about heaven opening and
angels descending.
This is a reference to a dream Jacob had once (read about it in Genesis
28:10-22). In the original dream, Jacob sees angels walking up and down a
staircase between earth and heaven. It transforms his understanding of where
is holy ground…of where it is that God lives. Jesus is laying down a cryptic
clue that those who follow him around will also experience a groundbreaking
realisation that God’s presence is not confined to Heaven, or a temple made
of bricks.

CAR-SHARE CONVERSATION STARTERS
John the Baptist is right back at work at the start of this passage, and
immediately points out Jesus again…and this time he also looses a couple of
disciples who, up to this point, been following him.
What does this teach us about our role in leading people to Christ?
Do you find either the holy or the gritty aspect of Jesus easier to associate
with? Why? What do you think you gain from this? What do you think you miss
out on because of this bias?
V41 & 42 tell us that Andrew went to find his brother and told him “we have
found the Messiah”… Is this true, or had the Messiah found them? Do you
know anyone who might be involved in this dance at the moment?

PRACTICES FROM THE PAGE
Spend some time reflecting on how you met Jesus. Acknowledge that there
were probably some other people who played a part in the introduction why not thank them? Acknowledge too that, though you were part of it,
Jesus was probably the first mover in instigating the relationship - why not
spend some time thanking him?!
Is there anyone who is close to you, who you hope will one day soon
discover the grace of Jesus? Spend some time praying for them.

